Herbert  Rowse Armstrong.
Sir William H. Willcox
Try for a moment, if you can, to put yourself in the position
of these doctors at Barnwood. They do not know what you and I
know now; they do not know what was found ten months after
this lady was buried. Seeing the lady in October, 1920, were the
symptoms from which she was then suffering symptoms which may
be imitated by other diseases than arsenical poisoning?—They may
be.
There is nothing extraordinary, is there, that those three
doctors at that time did not recognise that she was suffering from
arsenical poisoning?—It was a very difficult case then. The
symptoms were consistent with illness other than arsenical poison-
ing. Peripheral neuritis may be got as the result of a toxcomia,
which is the result of auto-intoxication, or from other poisons.
You may get a tenderness of the muscles in peripheral neuritis, but
not always. You get that in alcoholic neuritis. It is a symptom
which should be looked for, but it is not a very important symptom.
There is no evidence of it in this case. Numbness is also a symp-
tom, and there is no evidence of it hero, except that the term
" pins and needles " was used, which is almost the same as numb-
ness.
Do you recollect when the description of pins and needles was
given? It was in the evidence of Miss Friend, and related to a
time long before August, 1920; it related to 1917. You do not
suggest that this lady was suffering from peripheral neuritis in
1917 and 1919?—No, not then.
That cannot be the numbness from peripheral neuritis, can
it?_No.
What would be the pins and needles at that time?—You may
get it from rheumatic local neuritis. Deal ing with the time after
she came back in January, I suggest that sho must have had a
possibly fatal dose or a large dose of arsenic some day prior to the
llth February.
Assuming—you understand I do not admit it—that Mm Arm-
strong was suffering from arsenical poisoning in August, the evi-
dence there is of one dose on the 22nd ?—I would not like to say
of one dose; of dosage over a short period.
There are no symptoms of any arsenical poisoning before the
21st August?—That is so.
If there was any arsenical poisoning at all in August the
evidence is confined to one day?—If that is a true record.
It is the evidence, is it not?—Yes.
I am dealing with the evidence. Assuming she -v&as suffering
from arsenical poisoning in August, the evidence is confined to the
taking of arsenic on one day—the symptoms. That is right, is
it not?—That is assuming a large dose was taken. Arsenic might
have been taken in moderate doses for several days, and then a
large dose to cause the vomiting. I agree there is no evidence of
any vomiting before the 22nd August, but arsenic might have been

